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Glass and Brass for LACMA: seele Realizes Facade
for the David Geffen Galleries

For the David Geffen Galleries, seele has delivered a 52,000 sq ft glass and brass
facade - custom-built to meet seismic requirements and Peter Zumthor’s
specifications for natural light.

Gersthofen, Germany, May 20, 2026. With the opening of the David Geffen Galleries,
the new building for the Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA), more than
142,000 works of art found a new home, and Los Angeles gained an architectural
landmark, designed by the Swiss architect and Pritzker Prize winner Peter Zumthor. The
design is based on two main principles: all artworks are to be presented on an equal
footing on a single level and primarily staged in daylight. The project brought together
seele’s expertise in the processing and fabrication of brass profiles, 3D-curved facade
components and local construction execution in the USA.

Glass meets brass

For the museum, seele realized a 52,000 sq ft mullion-and-transom facade, comprising
of a steel substructure and insulating glass units, some of which are more than 26 ft
high. Due to the building’s organic floor plan, both straight and curved glass elements
were used. To protect the artworks from UV radiation and reduce total solar energy
transmittance, the glass elements were fitted with a low-E coating, a wafer-thin metallic
coating that reflects solar radiation.

Another highlight is the cladding of the load-bearing facade components with extruded
brass profiles, which are up to approx. 0.6 in thick and, matching the dimensions of the
glass units, up to approx. 28 ft long. The high-quality finished profiles processed by seele
add an elegant accent to the restrained design of the continuous glazed band.

Special requirements in a seismic zone

With several thousand earthquakes a year - although not all of them are felt - Los
Angeles is located in a highly seismic region. At the same time, the museum site is
situated on soft ground. This also imposed specific structural demands on the facade
construction. To meet these demands, the top connections of the facade elements on
the upper floor have been designed with integrated dampers, engineered to absorb and
reduce any vibrations which may occur. Furthermore, accordion-shaped seals are used
at the top of the glazing on both the ground floor and the upper floor, allowing the facade
and the concrete slab to move independently of one another.
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In addition to airtightness, wind and water tests, horizontal and vertical deformations of
the structure were also extensively simulated and tested ahead of the construction
phase using a test mock-up at seele in Gersthofen.

Maximum transparency for a unique art experience

With the facade solution for the David Geffen Galleries, seele translated Peter
Zumthor's architectural vision into a building envelope that meets the demands of
seismic performance, daylight control, and material precision in equal measure. The
large-format glass surfaces create maximum transparency, open the museum up to the
urban space and allow natural light to become an integral part of the art display.
Combined with the precisely machined brass profiles, the result is a facade that brings
together functional requirements, local conditions, and design elegance — and lends
LACMA’s new building the openness that brings Zumthor's concept of daylight as a
curatorial tool to life.

Credits

Client
Los Angeles County Museum of Art

Contractor
Clark Construction Group

Design Architect
Atelier Peter Zumthor

Executive Architect
SOM
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seele group

The seele Group, headquartered in Gersthofen, Bavaria, is a technology leader in facade
construction. From intelligent planning through efficient installation, seele offers the full
range of services required to realize architectural designs exactly as intended. With
passion and innovative strength, seele creates spectacular building envelopes and
custom facade solutions around the world. Founded in 1984, the company has
established itself as an innovative force in facade construction. Its in-house production
facilities for technologically sophisticated structures, dedicated test center, and
excellent on-site installation teams guarantee the highest quality — made by seele.

The seele Group employs 1,000 people worldwide and generates annual revenue of 350
million euros.

seele, Inc.

seele, Inc., headquartered in New York, is responsible for complex facade construction
projects across the North American continent within the seele Group. The company
delivers renowned architectural projects in a variety of sectors, from museums,
infrastructure buildings and retail stores for leading brands to bespoke building
envelopes for luxury private estates.

seele, Inc. combines local project expertise with the comprehensive facade capabilities
of the seele Group, from engineering and planning to high-quality fabrication, logistics,
and safe installation by experienced teams on site. Our work focuses on technical
precision, high execution quality, and the reliable management of complex facade
projects in accordance with international standards. Reference projects include the
Apple Cube and Moynihan Train Hall in New York City, The Sphere in Las Vegas, and
the David Geffen Galleries at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art.

Press contact

seele Group

Christine Schauer

Head of Marketing

e-Mail: christine.schauer@seele.com
WWW.seele.com
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Visual material

Like a transparent ribbon, the glass facade runs between the concrete structures and,

together with the brass profiles, blends seamlessly into the architectural design.
© SOM James Michael Juarez

The evening sun highlights the finely crafted brass profiles, accentuating the elegant
interplay of glass, light and metal. © seele
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Brass profile in the machining center at seele pilsen, Czech Republic © seele
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Test mock-up for testing wind and water resistance at seele in Gersthofen, Germany.
© seele
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